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Safety Notice During article development, firearm testing, 
training, and participating in shooting activities, Junior 
Shooters insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and 
follow NRA-approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of 
photographs must always be accomplished in a safe manner. 
Any photographs taken in which the camera is in front of the 
firing line, or what would be the firing line, are made using a 
remote camera.

Warning Readers:  Be advised that there may be products 
represented in this magazine as to which the sale, possession, or 
interstate transportation thereof may be restricted, prohibited, or 
subject to special  licensing requirements.  Prospective purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authorities in their 
area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on the 
personal experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, 
products, equipment, and components under particular conditions 
and circumstances, some or all of which may not be reported in 
the particular article and which this magazine has not otherwise 
verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the 
use of any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  
This magazine and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees 
accept no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information contained 
herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult supervision and 
photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 
camera.

By the time you read this, the 2016 Presidential elections 
will be over. An election year like none other that has come 
before it. How it will affect us is yet to be known, but affect 
us it will.

Now that the elections are over, what can you do to make a 
difference and protect all the shooting sports you love? You 
may think, “It is over, I can’t do anything about it.” OR “I 
am just a junior and only one person, what can I do?” Many 
of you juniors will be graduating in 2017 and 2018 and the 
voting age is 18. Mid-term elections are on November 6th, 
2018. On this date, all 435 seats in the United States House 
of Representatives and 33 of the 100 seats in the United 
States Senate will be contested. 38 state and territorial 
governors and numerous local and state elections will be 
held.

All of you juniors can make a difference. If you aren’t 18 
at the time of the election you can still support the effort 
and talk to others. 2018 is the year that the control of both 
the Congress and the Senate will be decided. Is it going to 
be controlled by your representatives that are pro-gun or 
anti-gun? You can have an impact regardless of how this 
last election ended up. You don’t have to wait until 2020 to 
make a difference. Do it in 2018!

Be knowledgeable about the issues; even starting now. 
Don’t forget about the state and local elections as well. 
Many council members, state legislatures, and governors 
move on to federal roles. And by no means, don’t forget the 
local judges. Check into how your local officials feel about 
gun rights, and the shooting sports.

This is a great country we live in but with it comes great 
responsibility. When you are at the range and shooting in 
your favorite sport it is your responsibility to be safe. You 
also have a responsibility and a say in who represents you 
in government.

Shoot safe – be safe!
Andy

Protecting 
Your Shooting 

Sports
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CZ All-American Trap Combo
By Ashley Rumble (14)

I’ve been wanting to try skeet and trap 
shooting for a while now, but neither 
my dad nor I were very familiar with 
it.  Thankfully my dad met a man at his 
work named Jeff Poseley.  Jeff has been 
doing skeet and trap for a long time, 
and he agreed to help me out the first 
couple of times so I would have a good 
idea of what I needed to work on.  Jeff 
is very knowledgeable and educated me 
quite a bit on the sport; such as what 
skeet, trap, and sporting clay events are, 
and what the difference is between each 
one.  He told me about the different 
types of guns that are used in the events 
and some of the rules - he really knows 
his stuff.  We spent a couple of hours 
with him at the Boise Gun Club learning 
the basics so the next time I came out, 
I’d know how to get started.  The tips 
and advice he gave me were just what 
I needed my first time out, and are also 
lessons I’ll keep with me every time I 
shoot trap/skeet.  I’m very grateful he 
took the time to help me that first time 
because it made a big difference.  All I 
needed now was a skeet/trap shotgun. 

They say that first impressions are 
the most telling, and when it came to 
the CZ All-American Trap Combo 
shotgun I’ve been using, it’s very 

true. The case (Americase) alone 
was enough to impress, it’s a 

nice heavy metal case that 
gives you a hint that there is 

something special inside.  
But when the case 

was opened, and I 

first saw the shotgun that it held, I was 
really, really impressed.  Encased in the 
red velvet liner were the stock receiver 
piece, two barrels (one two barrel over/
under, and a single barrel), and a wide 
assortment of chokes, by far the fanciest 
gun I have ever handled.  As I’ve had 
the privilege of testing guns for Junior 
Shooters for a couple of years, that’s 
saying something.  It’s honestly hard to 
find the words to describe what I first 
thought when the case was opened, it 
made that strong of a first impression. 

First things first -  I had to read 
through the included booklet and find 
out what all the chokes were for, how to 
put it together, how to adjust the cheek 
piece on the stock, and just get to know 
what I had.  After that, it was time for 
some trial assembly.  The gun came 
with about six sets of chokes, which 
was perfect for what I wanted to use it 
for.  Choke patterns are a crucial part of 
trap and skeet shooting, as the goal is 
to get a balance of an accurate spread 
pattern, yet not too wide that you don’t 
hit anything.  Having several different 
chokes allows me to adjust as needed.  

This was a brand new gun, and 
everything was tight when putting it 
together.  With some use, it’ll get easier, 
but it was another sign to me that it 
was well made.  No sloppy fitting on 
this gun, that’s for sure.  Picking up the 
receiver, I noticed right off that it was 
very heavy, and I wondered how that 
would translate into quickly swinging 
the gun around while shooting skeet or 
trap.  The last thing anyone needs is a lot 
of weight to hold up and move, so this 
was a fairly big concern for sure.  My 
concerns about weight were calmed as 

soon as I picked up either of the barrels; 
in fact, it was quite the opposite of the 
receiver.  They’re both very light, even 
my carbon fiber barrel on the 10/22 
race gun doesn’t feel as light as the CZ 
barrel, which is nearly long as my entire 
10/22.  The lightness of the barrel is to 
be expected with shotgun barrels, as 
they are not usually as thick. 

Fitting the barrel to the stock was 
pretty simple, although it took a bit of 
trial and error.  It’s a tight, secure, fit 
that snaps together like the well-made 
pieces they appear to be.  Next up was 
the forearm piece.  There is only one, and 
it is used for both barrels.  It took some 
figuring out on how it went on, (more 
trial and error) but once complete, it fit 
together with both barrels very well. 
There is also an adjustable check piece 
I raise so I could see the sights much 
better. It initially felt much too long for 
me, and it was awkward to hold when 
it wasn’t up to my shoulder.  A bit of an 
adjustment as I’m not used to this style 
of gun, but it’s always exciting to try 
new things. 

After fitting the over/under barrel on, 
I picked it up as a complete gun for the 
first time and it was actually quite a bit 
lighter than I expected; this is where 
the best surprise came in.  When I put 
it to my shoulder the first time, all 
those concerns I had earlier about the 
heaviness of the receiver melted away.  
The weight centered perfectly and it 
became much more manageable as I 
was able to move it back and forth quite 
easily.  It didn’t make sense at first, how 
could it feel so light when that receiver 
was so heavy?  Then I realized all the 
weight was up against my body, not 
out over my arms.  This made for a 
much lighter feel but yet more secure, 
without giving up any ability to swing 
back and forth quickly.  So far, this gun 
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CZ All-American Trap Combo



CZ All-American Trap Combo
is delivering on those first impressions. 

First impressions and the feel of a 
new gun is one thing, but now comes 
the true test – range time. It took a 
couple of tries to get our schedule and 
the Boise Gun Club hours aligned, but 
we finally made it out one afternoon 
recently to find out if this shotgun was 
all what it was cracked up to be. I only 
tested it on the trap range because I felt 
that I could adequately test it there. 
Also I’m still fairly new to the sport of 
skeet, and wanted to just get a feel for 
the gun without challenging my skills at 
the same time.  

Trap is a single house directly in front 
of you, and you shoot five shells from 
each of five positions, starting from the 
left and moving right. The throws are 
randomized so you never know where 
they’re going to go. Skeet consists of 
two houses, a high house on the left 
of the shooter, and a low house on the 
right of the shooter. You shoot from 
more positions, fewer shells per station, 
and the clays go over the same points 
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our time for the day is used up.  This 
gun is so well-balanced and well-made 
that I don’t feel like I’ve done that much 
at all.   

One quirk that I found out the hard 
way about this type of shotgun, also 
explains something I’ve seen in a lot of 
pictures of skeet/trap competitors.  I’ve 
noticed that when they open the breach 
to get the expended shells out, they have 
their hand behind the breach.  The first 
time I opened the breach, I caught two 
shells right in the face.  The shells come 
out fast, and it only took one lesson for 
me to figure out why the hand is there.  
If it isn’t, your safety glasses are going 
to get a workout. It was kind of funny 
when my dad came up behind me and 
got two shells to the face, though. 

The CZ All-American and I still have 
to do a lot of time together before we 
really know each other the way that I’d 
like to. I’ve shot thousands of rounds 
through my Buckmark and 10/22, and 
I still learn something new every time I 
take them out, so you can imagine how 
far I have to go with the CZ.  Because 
skeet and trap sports take some time 
to learn, I was advised not to get into 
any competitions the first year of 
learning.  But I’m already feeling the 

every throw. For most of the positions 
you shoot at one clay from the high 
house, one from the low, and then one 
from each house are thrown at the same 
time. It will keep you very busy, and by 
design, it’s a bigger challenge. I feel like 
I can react to the throws from the trap 
house better for now and I have a much 
better average there. It’s very different 
than any sort of shooting I’ve done 
before too.  In Rimfire, I shoot from 
one spot at a stationary target.  Speed 
and accuracy are the name of the game.  
Skeet and trap use the same skills, but 
now I’m shooting at a moving target.   

Putting the shotgun together and 
going through the assorted chokes to 
find the right one was the first order of 
business.  But as soon as that was done, 
everything was ready to go. The weight 
not only balances this gun very well but 
also absorbs a lot of the recoil. I still 
knocked myself in the face with it a few 
times, though. A 12 gauge has some kick 
as many people know, but this one was 
almost nothing.  Another plus for sure, 
because shooting a hundred rounds 
with a gun that beats up the shooter is 
no fun, it’ll tire you out fast.  So far I’ve 
got a shotgun that is really like nothing 
I’ve shot before.  Fifty rounds later, and 

itch to get out there and put my skills 
and this shotgun to the test.  I will listen 
and wait…..for a little longer.  I love 
competition shooting, so it’s hard to 
stay out of it. 

Moving from a shooting discipline 
that I’ve done for five years into 
something so new and different was a 
little nerve-wracking at first.  I wanted 
to try it because it looked fun and it 
was very different from what I’d been 
doing.  Now I’m very glad that I did.  
I’ve had a lot of fun so far, and the CZ 
has been a big part of making my first 
experiences so great. I’ve looked at a lot 
of the shotguns while we have been at 
the range, and there is no shortage of 
beautiful firearms.  Shotguns seem to be 
the one area where the manufacturers 
really put their artistic skills into the 
gun.  The stocks always seem to be 
made from fancy grained woods, and 
there is usually some engraving on the 
metal pieces to make them nice to look 
at.  But all that doesn’t mean much if 
you don’t like the way it shoots.  The CZ 
is a nice gun to look at.  There is a little 
engraving and very nice wood.  There 
is no shortage of eye appeal with this 
gun.  But where it really counted for me 
is when I first put it up to get a feel for 
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it; it just fit.  I could tell right off there 
was a lot of thought and practice that 
went into the shotgun.  A manufacturer 
doesn’t come up with something that 
works this well by accident, and the 
work CZ put into this shotgun really 
paid off.  Some of the shotguns I’ve seen 
were well over $5,000, and I’ve heard of 
them costing even more.  For somebody 
like me who is just getting started, that’s 
too much money.  Thankfully, there are 
companies like CZ who make a great 
gun for a lot less money. 

I really look forward to spending more 
time using this gun, and I’m thankful 
for the opportunity to use it.  Some of 
you may ask what the most satisfying 
part of shooting at clays is - it’s when 
that clay turns to dust.   
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By Joseph Murray (15)
Leupold’s 3-Gun Optic Upgrade

VX-6 1-6X      
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As I’m sure many of my fellow junior competitors do, I have used my parents’ equipment for my 3-gun 
adventures for the better part of my life.  I have been using a Leupold 1.5-5 circle dot reticle on my rifle that 
belonged to my dad.  The Leupold scope worked great for my dad as it has for me for many years.  Even 
though the scope was sufficient for the task at hand, I was having trouble with close targets since the circle dot 
reticle wasn’t illuminated sufficiently and there was not a bullet drop compensator with crosshair for extended 
ranges.  Since I was struggling with my long range engagements my family and I decided that it was time for 
an upgrade.  After some research, we decided on the Leupold VX-6  1-6x24mm Multigun CDS.  The VX-6 
1-6x24mm Multigun CDS has an illuminated fire dot with a crosshair and a Bullet Drop Compensator (BDC).  
This scope came highly recommended and should improve my close and extended target engagements.

Now that we have the scope, we needed to sight it in, the steps to sight in a scope are as follows:

1. Mount the scope on top of the rifle.  We used the Leupold Mark 2 IMS 30mm 
Integral Mounting System.  The great thing about this mount is that the rings are 
part of it so it makes assembly quick and consistent, just like I want my shooting 
to be.

2. Mount the scope comfortably forward to establish proper eye relief.
3. When mounting the scope into the rings take care that it is level by using a 

specifically made scope leveler kit.
4. Make sure the mounting screws are all adjusted the same.  We used a special 

torque wrench to ensure the same pounds per square inch of pressure for each 
screw (nominally 35.)

5. Find the distance from the center of the barrel to the center of the optic.
6. Using this distance, place it into the Hornandy ballistic calculator  (available free 

online) with the ballistic data we already had on hand for the ammo we use.  
This will automatically generate your “dope”. 

7. Sight the scope in on the practice range to the desired distance.
8. To get the most out of your optic, Leupold gives you 2 separate manuals on 

how to use the optic properly...READ THEM!
9. Enjoy seeing enhanced performance with your new Leupold scope.



Leupold’s 3-Gun Optic Upgrade
VX-6 1-6X      
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Now that I have the VX-6  1-6x24mm 
Multigun CDS attached to my current 
Smith and Wesson M&P VTAC rifle, I 
look forward to improved success with 
my short range and extended range 
engagements.  The combination will 
not limit my growth in the shooting 
sports, rather it will enhance it as long 
as I do my part in making an accurate 
shot.  This 3-Gun optic upgrade will no 
doubt accompany me to the finish line.  
If you are looking for a 3-Gun optic 
upgrade, take a hard look at the Leupold 
Multigun optic. For complete details and a redemption form, go to hornady.com.

Offer good Jan. 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015. Some restrictions apply.

1-308-382-1390 | hornady.com

Receive 500 FREE bullets when 
purchasing any of these qualifying 
Lock-N-Load® products:

• Ammo Plant
• AP™ Press
• Classic™ Kit
• Classic™ Kit Deluxe
• Classic™ Kit with Auto Charge
• Precision Reloaders Kit
• Hot Tub Sonic Cleaner™

• Case Prep Center

Receive 100 FREE bullets when purchasing any 
of these qualifying Lock-N-Load® products:
• Custom Grade™ Dies • Quick Trickle™ 
• Case Prep Trio • Balance Beam Scale



By Macey Tadlock (13)

John Wayne 
Pellet & BB Sixguns
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This summer I was given a pair of air pistols to review. They 
are both “John Wayne DUKE” revolvers licensed by Colt’s 

Manufacturing LLC and John Wayne Enterprises, LLC from 
Umarex. These pistols are replicas of the Colt 1873 Single Action 

Army .45 caliber revolver.  One is a single-action historic .177 
caliber pellet revolver. The other is a single-action historic .177 

caliber BB revolver.  They’re both CO2 airguns made by Umarex 
USA, Inc. of Fort Smith, Arkansas. The pistols are distributed 

by Air Venturi of Cleveland, Ohio, through Pyramyd Air.

Hi! I’m MaceyJohn Wayne 
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I’ll tell ya all about it!



John Wayne Colt CO2 BB 
Revolver, Nickel

 

CAS Practice? - You Bet!
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The pellet pistol has a blued 
“weathered” finish, while the BB pistol 
has a “nickel” finish. The white letter 
writing on both sides of the barrel really 
stands out on the weathered finish. It 
takes away from the realistic look of the 
pistol and makes it look like a toy.  The 
nickel finish of the BB pistol looks a lot 
better and more like a real pistol. The 
writing blends in and is not noticeable 
on the nickel finish.  I prefer the nickel 
finish. 

Both of the pistols feel like real 
revolvers when you’re holding them. 
They feel very similar to my Pietta 
1873 revolvers. The pistols fit very well 
in my hand and are easily controlled. I 
like that they look like real wood with 
a dark walnut finish, even though the 
grips are plastic. They have an inlaid 
John Wayne medallion that I really like. 

The grips fit well on both the front strap 
and back strap. They also have John 
Wayne’s autograph on the back strap, 
and I think that is really cool. 

The sights are standard Single Action 
Army fixed sights with a front blade and 
a rear notch on top of the receiver. The 
sights on the pistol with the weathered 
finish were harder to see than the sights 
on the pistol with the nickel finish 
against the dark targets. The triggers on 
both pistols are very similar and have 
very little creep, a short, light pull, and 
a crisp break. With the pellet pistol, I 
fired a 2-inch x 2-inch group that the 
point of impact was slightly high and 
left of the point of aim as shown in 
photo ###. With the BB pistol, I fired 
a 1-inch x 3-inch group as shown in 
photo ###. 

 The pellet pistol had an average 

muzzle velocity of 416 feet per second 
as measured 10 feet from the muzzle 
with a Caldwell Ballistic Precision 
Chronograph. The BB pistol had an 
average muzzle velocity of 381 feet per 
second. 

My dad and I tested out these pistols 
in our backyard using a backstop made 
of hay bales as shown in photo ###.  If 
you use a safe backstop while shooting 
these air pistols, I think that they would 
be a great way to practice shooting 
pistols for Cowboy Action Shooting 
(CAS). Even if you don’t shoot CAS, 
they are fun pistols to shoot. Since 
these are air pistols, you can do a lot of 
fun shooting without spending a ton of 
money. I enjoyed shooting these pistols, 
and I would recommend these to anyone 
that is looking for a cheap and fun way 
to shoot cowboy pistols. 

Caliber: 0.177” (4.5mm)
Max Velocity: 410 fps
Barrel Length: 5.5”
Overall Length: 11.0”
Shot Capacity: 6
Barrel: Smoothbore
Front Sight: Blade and Ramp
Rear Sight: Fixed
Action: Single-action Revolver
Safety: Manual
Power: CO2
Function: Repeater
Trigger Action: Single-action
Max Shots per Fill: 100
Material: Metal/ABS plastic
Body Type: Pistol
Weight: 2.1 lbs
Stock: Synthetic
Grip: Ambi
Color: Brown

 
Caliber: 0.177” (4.5mm)
Max Velocity: 380 fps
Barrel Length: 5.5”
Overall Length: 11.0”
Shot Capacity: 6 
Barrel: Rifled
Front Sight: Blade
Rear Sight: Fixed
Suggested for: Plinking/Fun/Practice
Action: Single-action Revolver
Safety: Manual
Power: CO2
Function: Repeater
Trigger Action: Single-action
Max Shots per Fill: 100
Material: Metal/ABS plastic
Weight: 2.12 lbs
Stock: Synthetic
Grip: Ambi
Color: Brown
 

John Wayne Colt CO2 Pellet 
Revolver, Weathered
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    More and more kids are getting 
involved in shooting. Whether it’s their 
parent taking them out to shoot cans 
with a .22, or a new, unique sport. All 
kids have their own niche: baseball, 
soccer, football, you name it. Everyone 
has played a sport they’ve enjoyed at 
some point, and each has its own lessons 
to be learned. A team based sport like 
football, teaches teamwork, and shows 
the value of camaraderie. Baseball 
teaches focus, and sportsmanship. 
Then, there’s shooting, competitively, 
which especially teaches one of the 
most revered attributes: discipline. 
Handling a firearm is an activity where 
an individual has to be incredibly 
responsible, and disciplined, to be safe.

With how long I’ve been shooting, 
and how far I’ve come, I can look back 
on all the mistakes I made. I’m able to 
see where I messed up, or just simply 
could have “done better”. With this, I 
realize I will never be done learning, 
and neither will the young shooters after 
me. By moving all the knowledge from 
one head to another, it only adds to the 
ecosystem of shooting. When I began 
my journey, I made sure to look for 
advice from the best of the best. I found 
the more time I learned, the easier it was 

By Matheu Langston (15)

KEEPING THE 
SHOOTING 
SPORTS 
ALIVE

to put it into play.
There is a large grey area about kids 

and guns, there is a fine line between 
safe, and unsafe. Too young and not 
taught properly, and the child becomes 
reckless. Too old, and the person at 
that point may be too stubborn to be 
taught at all. If taught properly and at 
the proper age, they can become world 
champions by the time they’re thirty. 
If the kid can pick up key skills that 
a grand champion picked up after a 
decade, that’s huge. That shows a sort of 
evolution, and growth of abilities. What 
it comes down to, is determination. 
Nobody gets in the NFL by playing 
flag football once. The greatest of these 
future champions will devote their 
whole life to the sport. I think this quote 
speaks volumes: “Champions are afraid 
of losing, everyone else is afraid of 
winning” - Billie Jean King.

Of all the junior shooters I’ve met, 
none have been the “average kid” 
of their age. I have heard nine-year-
olds speak with better grammar than 
a college graduate. That in itself 
speaks volumes for the shooting 
sports. It shows the maturity and level 
headedness needed, to perform in our 
sport, and ultimately be safe. Nowhere 

else will you find more respectful, and 
kind kids, as young as they are. These 
young men and women have walked up 
to governors, senators, celebrities like 
they were just another friend. They can 
carry a conversation for hours if you’re 
not careful, and that’s not always a bad 
thing.

Being on the older spectrum of juniors, 
I find that younger shooters will look to 
me for advice. They want someone they 
can relate to, but also someone who has 
a bit more experience. For example, 
being fifteen, thirteen-year-olds are 
more confident asking me about a stage, 
than another shooter in their thirties. 
Since I’m so close to their age, I’m able 
to connect. They feel that I understand 
what they’re seeing or feeling. Whether 
this is on or off the range, a person 
always feels more comfortable with 
someone similar to them.

The more knowledge we can pass 
on collectively, will only add to our 
success. We can put this anywhere, 
whether through a class, on a forum, 
a YouTube video; anything. As long 
as the knowledge is out there. Some 
young people can’t take part in classes, 
so a video must do. One video could 
keep a child safe with a firearm. Even 

My name is 
Matheu Langston, 

I’m a fifteen-year-old 
competitive shooter, 
living in Ohio. I’ve 
been competing for 
about three years 

now. Since then, I’ve 
had great success 
in Rimfire Steel 

Challenge, claiming 
state champion titles in 
Illinois, Michigan and 
top junior in Alabama 
in 2016 alone. I plan 

to move to USPSA and 
3-Gun in the coming 
months. My goal is 
to mentor younger 

shooters, and help them 
along their journey to 

success.  
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basic rules of thumb, tips and tricks, 
or simple advice. If these children 
are taught early, they can make their 
own mistakes and learn new ways to 
overcome them. 

The kids in the shooting community 
are unique because there are really two 
main groups: the ones that have fun 
and the ones that want to win. This 
is purely in the competitive circuit: 
In shooting, there are no participation 
medals, if you want something, you 
work until your hands fall off to get it. 
And that’s what makes these kids so 
special; they do this without question, 
and they love it. They have that special 
personality to win and crush any goals 
they make.

I like to see myself as a mentor 
for these amazing kids. Someone 
who can help them when they need 
it, and push them when they need it. 
My ultimate goal is for these kids to 
become winners. Not everyone can be 
however, it requires a special kind of 
being. With a drive to never give up, 
and always improve. I know every 
one of these kids has it in them, it’s 
whoever sticks with it, wins. 

What makes me so proud, is seeing 
kids as young as ten taking titles. That 
tells me we’re doing good. It’s a mix of 
God given talent and correct teaching/
parenting. It makes me especially 
happy when big companies and stores 
support these kids. They have finally 
woken up, and realized the future. If 
companies don’t support the younger 
generation, those companies will die 
off quickly. The youth are the future 
customers, and the next ambassadors 

for the company. Or the next sponsored 
shooters. Without the young male and 
female shooters, companies will fail. 
The youth are unbelievably important 
to our sport and our industry.

Every kid I’ve talked to, and given 
advice to, always walked away with a 
new experience. When I was younger, 
I always looked up to the big shots. I 
made it my mission to be like them and 
to be champions like them. I wanted to 
be among champions, and I think most 
of these kids feel the same way. The 

best thing is; they love what they do. 
They wouldn’t trade it for the world, 
and neither would I.

As I mature, I’m able to see who and 
what is around me. Shooting has rounded 

me into an individual that I could never 
have dreamed to be. Before I began 
shooting, I was a flunking student with 
no care about anything. I never cared 
about the future, I worried about having 
fun and not about assignments or tests. 
After three years, I’ve completely 
changed, for the better. I’ve become a 
straight A, honor roll student, on my 
way to graduate with honors. It wasn’t 
just the shooting that helped. Honestly, 
it was the younger shooters that inspired 
me be all that I can be and to never give 
up. Without these kids and without this 
great community of shooters, I don’t 
know where I’d be.

As the old breed of professionals step 
out, the youth will begin to step in and 
take their place. They will become the 
world champions, and the winners, and 
the big shots they aspired to be as kids. 
Then more kids will come and do the 
same. I like to think of our shooting 
world as an ecosystem. Better yet an 
organism, a living, breathing organism. 
With thousands of people with different 
stories and backgrounds. We care so 
much about each other, and some could 
be considered family. If you can take 
one lesson out of this, remember; keep 
this organism, this ecosystem alive, 
because when it dies, it will be gone 
forever.   
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NSSF HAS RESOURCES     
By  Jennifer L.S. Pearsall
NSSF Director, Public Relations

With hunting seasons in full swing for 
big game, upland game, waterfowl and 
many small game and varmint species, 
we know that many of you reading this 
magazine are spending every available 
hour afield, filling tags and freezers 
and making memories. But did you 
know that the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) has a variety of 
resources hunters can use year round 
whether it’s whitetail deer, jack rabbits, 
pheasants or coyotes you’re after?

NSSF is the trade association for the 
firearms industry, meaning its primary 
work involves serving the interests of 
its manufacturing, retailing and range 
members and finding ways to improve 
their businesses. Of course, those 
businesses wouldn’t be without millions 
of hunters and recreational shooters out 
their using their products and services, 
and so NSSF also works to serve the 
public. Let’s take a look at just a few 
of the resources you can find on www.
nssf.org under the “Hunting” tab that 
are specifically intended to improve 
your time in the field.

• Find a Place to Hunt—This link allows you to search more than 1,000 bird 
hunting preserves, research available state hunting lands through state wildlife 
agency links and federal land where hunting is allowed through the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service’s link.

• Find an Outfitter—Ready to take on a new hunting adventure but not sure where 
to start? Seek out a reputable expert for your next hunting challenge through 
links to the governing guide associations for dozens of U.S. states and Canadian 
territories.

• Game Recipes—“From field to table” is the mantra of almost any hunter. 
Discover all sorts of delicious ways to use the meat you worked so hard to put 
in your freezer.

• Share Your Harvest—If you’ve had an exceptional hunting season and find 
your freezer overflowing, then donating healthy, fresh game meat to local 
charities makes tremendous sense. Your hard work and the animal doesn’t go to 
waste, and you get a chance to make a difference in the life of someone who’s 
struggling. This link has a great table showing the impact hunters have when 
they donate their game meat to charitable food banks, and you’ll find a link that 
let’s you search for donation sights near you.

FOR HUNTERS


